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North Cornwall Township 

Supervisors General Meeting 

Minutes for May 5, 2009 
 
 
Call to Order: 
 

The May 5, 2009 meeting of the North Cornwall Township Board of Supervisors was called to order by Mr. Heister 
at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
In attendance were Ralph D. Heister, III, Chairman, William J. Gelgot, member, Robin L. Getz, Township Manager, 
James Lillis, Solicitor and Jim Caldwell.   Mr. Kelly was absent. 
 
Township residents in attendance were Wolf and Jane Weiss, Titus Hostetter, Carolyn Tobias, Walter Houtz, 
Elzalena Ditzler, Jennifer Eirich, Randy Ebersole, Ellie Salahub and Ed and Karen Copenhaver.  Also in attendance 
were Tom Long, North Cornwall Township Public Works Director, Lt. Todd Hirsch, North Cornwall Township 
Police Department, Andrea Johnson and Mark DeSouza. 
 

Announcement of Personnel Sessions: 
 

Mr. Heister announced an executive session was held on April 28, 2009 to discuss ongoing litigation items with the 
solicitor and on May 5, 2009 the Board met with the Department Heads to discuss Personnel Issues and met at 6:45 
briefly to receive updates to the litigation items related to Springwood. 
 

Public Comment: 
 
Ellie Salahub inquired as to what is going on with Heritage Commons.  The lighting is excessive and bothersome to 
her property and the planting berm has not yet been installed.  She was informed that a letter of violation did go to 
the property group informing them that due to incomplete items listed, the Township would withhold building 
permits and seek any legal sanctions available until the property is brought into compliance as approved and listed in 
the Conditional Use decision.  Ms. Salahub was urged to provide a list of her concerns to the Manager to see if they 
could be negotiated as well. 
 
Wolf Weiss, who serves on the Ground Committee of the Creekside Development requested that the Board take all 
steps necessary to accelerate the dedication of the roads and open areas.  As a homeowner representative, he 
informed the Board that they have had endless discussions to get this issue resolved and would like the Township to 
proceed expediently.  The homeowners want to get out of the catch 22 situation that has been created. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to close public comment.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
Citizen by Request: 

 
-None 
 

Approval of Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the meetings of April 7, 2009 were presented for discussion. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion for the approval of the minutes.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 
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Treasurer’s Report: 

 
Mr. Heister gave the fund totals for bills to be paid at this meeting.  From the General fund $142,023.84, bills under 
$100.00 from General Fund $892.58.  From Sewer Fund $32,789.24.  From the Parks and Rec account $126.00.  
From the Escrow Account $270.81.  From the State Fund $26,308.92.  Payroll $85,282.30.  From Community 
Policing $280.68.  From the Bridge Project Account $40,652.28.  General fund deposits $100,248.18 and Sewer 
fund deposits $56,201.20. 
 
Mr. Heister gave the treasurer’s report at this time with the fund balances as of May 5, 2009 as follows: 
 
General Fund Total: $   141,398.72 
Liquid Fuels Total: $   455,427.97 
Sewer Fund Total: $   876,072.49 

 Escrow Account:  $   130,518.48 
Dairy Road Bridge: $       1,799.85 
Police Pension Total: $       1,003.26 
COPS Grant:  $       1,021.69 
Parks & Recreation: $     18,275.71 
Community Policing: $       3,047.65 
 
GRAND TOTAL: $1,628,565.82 

 
Mr. Gelgot moved to accept the Treasurer’s report and to pay the bills as requested.  Mr. Heister seconded 
the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Heister inquired that since we are utilizing a new method of collection for our EIT money, is the money coming 
in at the same amounts as previously.  Ms. Getz informed him that so far it appears to be consistent with the past 
process. 

 
Public Works Director: 
 

Mr. Long updated the Board that the force main replacement project began on April 27th. 
 
Mr. Long updated the Board that the sewer line on Davis Lane was repaired and completed as of April 22nd. 
 
Mr. Long reported on 2 sinkholes that opened in the middle of the street.  One being on 23rd Street and the other on 
Tuck Street. 
 
Mr. Long announced that the annual line painting will be advertised in hopes of acceptance at the June meeting. 
 
Mr. Long informed the Board that he received a letter from a resident of Northwood Court requesting the use of the 
Township’s grassy area for the purpose of having a graduation party for the resident’s son.  Following discussion, 
the Board members agreed that this was not a good idea and noted that there are many areas capable of housing this 
type of activity that they could consider.  It was also noted that no ending time was provided.  Both Supervisors 
agreed to deny the request. 
 
Mr. Long informed the Board that he has spoken to Pam Smith who was the Township’s playground director in 
2007.  She has expressed interest in resurrecting the program for the youth of the Township.  She has stated that she 
will hold hours pretty much as the last time she set up the program. 
 
Mr. Heister made motion to have Pam Smith run the 2009 Playground Program conditioned on her passing the 
required clearances just as anyone would need to obtain when working with children.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
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Chief of Police: 
 
Lt. Hirsch discussed the Accreditation and Resolution with the Board and asked if they had any questions regarding 
this. 
 
Lt. Hirsch introduced and recognized the Department’s first formally trained and Certified Bicycle Officer, Jesse 
Wentling and announced this is the first program like this since the inception of the Police Department.  Officer 
Wentling also invited anyone interested to put on a helmet and join him if they see him riding in their neighborhood. 
 
Lt. Hirsch updated the Board on the status of the Cops Grant. 
 
Officer Wentling announced that the Bicycle Derby will be held Thursday, May 14 from 5 – 7 PM.  He stated that 
this is the annual bicycle safety program kick-off.  He also announced the receipt of the first “PA Safe Kids” grant 
ever for any department within the County.  With the grant, helmets and reflective stickers were some of the 
purchases.  Also, as part of this grant, the Department must provide instruction to children’s organizations and have 
three locations set as of this evening.  Officer Wentling then announced his involvement with the Neighborhood 
Watch Group in the Runnymede Development and also that he has been contacted by Creekside for a similar 
program. 
 
The Board extended their thanks for his accomplishment and involvement with the various programs.  That was met 
with a round of applause. 
 
Lt. Hirsch provided the monthly report summary of the department’s activity for April. 
 

Recreation Board: 
 

Mr. Long offered updates with the Glonglinger Park and informed the Board that the proposed plan was presented to 
the Planning Commission at their April meeting. 
 
Mr. Caldwell also informed the Board that they are continuing their efforts with the two remaining recreational 
areas.  He also shared sketch plans with Glonglinger Woods Park to which the Board agreed with the direction he 
was taking on this park area.  He also brought up the Snitz Creek Plan and noted the slight change of direction as a 
result of the Wetlands program not coming together under the same time line.  He then touched on the Glonglinger 
Park plan that Mr. Long spoke about previously. 
 

Planning Commission Report: 
 

The first item was the recommendation of plan approval for the Fieldcrest Development.  This plan approval will not 
take place as a letter granting the Board an extension will be considered for action under new business. 
 
Mr. Caldwell informed the Board that the Planning Commission continued their review of the proposed changes to 
Ordinance #251.  Further, he feels we are at a point where a joint meeting should be planned. 
 
It was announced that the next Planning Commission meeting will be held May 27, 2009 at 7:00PM. 

 
Manager’s Report: 
 

Mrs. Getz acknowledged the following items: 
-Receipt of Regional Planning Information 
-Invitation to Annual Awards at the GLRA 
-Receipt of AG Liquid Fuels Audit 
-Receipt of AG Foreign Fire Relief Audit 
-Receipt of Authority Audit 
-Receipt of Water & Collection 2008 Annual Report 
-Receipt of 2008 Annual Wasteload Management Report 
-Receipt of PennDOT Liquid Fuel Monitoring Review 
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Mrs. Getz discussed with the Board the Chestnut Street Bridge Project.  She relayed that the project is ready to move 
forward and as a result a public hearing will be required.  Schedules were pulled and it was agreed to hold a public 
hearing on Friday, June 19 at 5:00PM. 
 
An item was added to the agenda.  There was discussion concerning the status of the North Cornwall Township 
EMA coordinator and the fact that our coordinator who has served since 1968 has moved out of the area.  As a 
result, Bill Yeagley was recommended for the position on the Township’s behalf in view of the fact that he is a 
certified fire trainer and has full certification in the NIMS training.  It was agreed to prepare the appropriate 
resolution for approval at the next meeting. 
 

New Business: 
 
There was action to be taken regarding a request made by BTKD for a reduction in their Letter of Credit by 
$30,896.80. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the reduction conditioned on the $30,896.80 being posted with the 
Authority prior to releasing it on our end..  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding the Fieldcrest Development Plan. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion accept the 90 day extension as granted by the developer.  Mr. Gelgot seconded 
the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding a time extension for the Royal Oaks Development through June 15, 2009.  A 
hearing has been rescheduled for June 2 at 5:00PM. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to accept the time extension.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding a time extension for both Springwood Projects through June 15, 2009. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to set the hearing for Friday, June 5, 2009 with the west side taking place at 
5:00PM and the east side taking place at 6:00PM.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding Ordinance #255 in reference to amending burglar alarms. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve Ordinance #255.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding Resolution #2009-11 in reference to the fee schedule for alarm responses. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve Resolution #2009-11.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken on Resolution #2009-18 to update the Recreation Fee Schedule. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve Resolution #2009-18 with the acknowledgement that the fees could 
potentially change again upon the finalization of the Ordinance that Rettew is currently working on.  Mr. 
Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding Resolution #2009-19 in reference to the appointment of an alternate to the 
EIT Executive Committee. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve Resolution #2009-19 appointing Mrs. Getz to serve in this capacity.  
Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
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There was action to be taken on Resolution #2009-20 regarding the Police Department’s participation in the 



P.L.E.A. Accreditation Program. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve Resolution #2009-20.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
There were three late additions to the agenda which the Board considered. 
 
In order for the Township to meet the 45 day MPC requirement, a public hearing needed to be set for the First 
National Bank of Fredericksburg Conditional Use Plan.  The hearing was set for Thursday, May 28 at 4:00PM. 
 
A letter was received granting a 90 day extension for the review of Meadow Lane Farms. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to accept the extension.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
There was discussion regarding the dedication schedule of the easements and park lands of Phase 1 of Meadow Lane 
Farms, as well as the discussion of what triggers the prevailing wage.  As a result the following motion was made. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion a 60 day extension was granted through July 17th to have the plan recorded.  Mr. 
Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
The agreement for the conservation easement with defined boundaries would be required thirty days from the date of 
receipt. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to allow the clarification of the 30-day time line to make it clear that would begin 
at the time of the receipt of the document.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

Mr. Heister brought to the floor for discussion the ongoing negotiations of the JAG grant and the impending 
deadline for submission of the grant.  Mr. Heister relayed that Mr. Kelly had submitted to the County a series of 9 
questions which, in Mr. Heister’s opinion, were not clearly answered. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to recommend that 10% of the grant amount be allocated to Lebanon County 
which is consistent with the amounts provided in Dauphin and Lancaster Counties unless the County can 
provide a specific formulary determination or information that will substantiate North Cornwall 
Township’s cost of utilizing Central Booking.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion. 

 
Discussion continued to clarify questions of residents in attendance.  Mr. Heister relayed that during negotiations, 
the County offered 30% originally, then came back requesting 50% and finally we are again at the original 30%.  He 
relayed that there was no formula to justify the percentages requested.  He also stated that our budget is balanced 
without the need of a tax increase.  He acknowledged that the additional funds were great to have for our department 
but at the end of the day we can survive without it.  He also noted that we provide service(s) to the County as well 
without charging. 

 
Vote was called for at this time, motion passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business: 
 
A reminder was given that there are several vacancies on Boards within the Township 

 
Engineer’s Report: 
 

Mr. Caldwell provided a brief overview of items that Rettew is working on. 
 
Mr. Caldwell acknowledged, again, the sketch plans of the proposed recreation facilities. 
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Mr. Caldwell reported that they are working on the review of the Fredericksburg National Bank Plan. 
 



Mr. Caldwell reported that work is continuing on the trail system. 
 
Mr. Caldwell reported that a document was generated for consideration as a result of the Regional Comprehensive 
project including a proposal for a fair share allocation. 

 
Solicitor’s Report: 

 
Mr. Lillis reported on the investigation, to date, related to an amusement tax ordinance.  He relayed the events 
provisions will need the Boards direction as they basically include all “gathering” type events.  There are some 
allowances for exemption that he will provide, for consideration including a schedule of separating what is allowed. 
 

Supervisor’s Report: 
 
-None 
 

Adjournment:   
 

Mr. Heister moved to adjourn at 9:04PM.  Mr. Gelgot seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robin L. Getz 
Secretary 
 
slw 
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